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It is our greatest pleasure to present the first print of the autumn
session of IB Classics. Autumn is the season of red and yellow leaves
decorating GAFL, and these intense colors of autumn remind us of
the passion our IB students possess.

Autumn is the season of great change. The burning summer sun
yields to the wind of romance, and the winter’'s picturesque but
fierce coldness takes over the world. It is also time for IB students to
undergo changes too. DP2 students will leave after their final IB
Exam; DP1 students take on a new challenge of becoming DP2
students. Even for PreDP, it is time for them to start their IB life.

Our IB Classics has also made some significant changes in its
contents and the writers. IB Academic Reports, Arts Reviews, Free
Topic Essays, Meme Competition, and Sports Section have been
included to enhance interaction, information, and communication
with the world.

Reminiscing the 2018 Vision Declaration, our Headmaster had
emphasized his vision of IB Diploma Program in GAFL being the
apex of a higher education in South Korea. In the center of that
vision are us, the GAFL IB students.

This IB Classics Autumn wishes all the luck for DP2 students for
their IB Exam. The IB Classics will always do our best to encourage
all IBDP students. Thank you.

—The Editors

3 November 2014
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The season of festivals has finally arrived! Autumn is the season
of richness, indicating that there are various festivals to celebrate
and give thanks to daily abundance. Festivals differ regionally,
depending on attributes of the Autumn season. From early
September to mid-November, festivals are typically categorized
Into 3 major types; foods like Jumbo shrimp and gizzard shad,
fireworks and culture, maples. The three aspects are clear
distinctions to show that autumn is here. There are also other fall
festivals existing in Korea, but | would like to recommend the
three festivals in terms of the abovementioned categories in my
article.

Maples are regarded as the symbol of autumn. Many people go
on a trip to view the beautiful maple trees in fall. They add charm
to the mountain, as leaves are turning into reds and yellows. On
upcoming October 25th to 26th, Soyo Maple Festival is held on
outdoor music hall, located in beautiful So-yo mountain with
colorful fall leaves. This festival is renowned for providing
wonderful memories to tourists. The old sound preservation
association’s subscription concert, Invitation performances,
culture and art performance, Yo seok princess beauty contests are
ready to invigorate the atmosphere of the festival. Furthermore, it
will operate various exhibition stands to amuse tourists. Visitors
will also get to know a lot about Korea itself by singing traditional
folk songs and experiencing Habongam Dodanggut while
watching wonderful scenery of maple trees.

In autumn, it is deemed to be highly rich in seafoods. As
mentioned previously, Jumbo shrimp and gizzard shads are
considered as famous seasonal foods in Autumn. During
September 5th to October 31th , the most glorious food festival
Is celebrated in Honsong. Nam Dang Li gizzard shads, started
from the year of 1907, Is the biggest festival in Korea, full of



pleasant aroma and fresh taste of gizzard shad. From October
to November, in the west coast, big shrimp party is hosted since
It Is the season of shrimping. During this festival, people can
freely enjoy eating gizzard shads. Moreover, Vvisitors are
welcomed to catch clam in mud flat and Jumbo shrimp. Visitors
can enjoy diverse events like ritual for a big catch of fish, fishing
boat parade, peeling jumbo shrimp, and even catching shrimps
experiences, buy delicious shrimps in cheap prices at special
product market. Many different kinds of seafood, including
savory cooked shrimps are ready for visitors.

Another magnificent sight you can experience during autumn is
the sky embroidered with grand fireworks. The firework festival
Is the place where friendship and love start to blossom between
people, In touching moods. Every autumn, effulgent light
beams and cracks dominate the sky in front of 63 building. In
“Seoul world fireworks festivals”, on October 4th, foreign
fireworks teams are also participating. Therefore, visitors can
view fireworks from all over the world. The festival will show
spectacle, not just simply displaying the fireworks but also
demonstrating the art of fireworks with music, laser show and
even lightening show. In this year, England, China, Italy and
Korea Is participating and event zones will be also prepared.

Autumn festivals held in Korea will definitely make you realize
the beauty of autumn. Undeniably, it will help friends and
families to spend happier fall within the realization of true
autumn. Red and yellow maple trees, Jumbo shrimps, and
fireworks festival will be a great chance for all of us to build
good memories with your loving people. By seeing the various
attractions of fall, you might feel gratitude towards Korea that
it has the season of autumn. pag

(the picture in the right is
a image that | made that
represents Autumn’s festivals)




Halloween is one of the most celebrated and cherished holidays
In the world, especially in the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, and Australia. Halloween is celebrated on the 31st of
October and is also referred to as All Hallows Evening or All
Hallows' Eve. Although this day is now constituted of costumes
and candy, it was originally from the ancient Celtic holiday of
Samhain. In Gaelic Culture, the Celts used the festival of Samhain
to mark the end of the harvest season and the return of winter.
For those unfamiliar with the word ‘Gaelic’ or ‘Gael,” the word
refers to a branch of the Celtic languages originated in Ireland,
comprising of Irish, Scottish, Gaelic, and Manx. Anyway, the
ancient Gaels believed that the changeover between the seasons
caused the boundaries between the world of the living and the
dead to overlap. For the Gaels, this day was the day where the
deceased would come back to life to bring devastation upon the
world. Due to this belief, ironically, Halloween was a solemn,
depressing pagan tradition. Over the years, however, Halloween
became a holiday that represented joy and delight, with
particular costumes, parades, and candy for all children. Now,
with more knowledge of history of Halloween, this essay will
further provide explanations of traditions and rituals of
Halloween in modern days.

| have aforementioned that modern Halloween is a holiday filled
with merriment. Halloween rituals are especially prevalent and
celebrated in North America. This holiday is brought to North
America by the Irish and Scottish immigrants in the nineteenth
century. Before the actual day of Halloween, people in town
prepare in beforehand by decorating their porch, front yard, and
anywhere around their houses. In addition to this, people buy
costumes and carve out pumpkins in various ways. Furthermore,
candles are put in these carved-out pumpkins, known as jack-o-
lanterns and place them in front of their houses. Originally,



bonfires were frequently involved in festivals. The purpose of
bonfires was to attract insects and bats to the area to make it
seem more like Halloween. However, in modern Halloween,
“Trick-or-Treating” is a prevailing ritual, rather than bonfire ritual.
Other rituals include costume parties and “haunted house” visits.

Trick-or-Treating Is the main tradition of Halloween for children
nowadays. Children, in their special costumes, go around house-
by-house and ask the owner for candy by asking, “Trick or Treat?”
The first part of the question, which is “Trick”, Is meant to
threaten the homeowners to play a trick on them if candy is not
given to them. Thus, if the homeowner does not want any trick to
be played on them, he should give out candy to children.
Preparation also should be conducted by homeowners as well by
purchasing candy for children.

Dressing up In costumes is another tradition of Halloween.
Originally, masks or costumes were worn in order to imitate evil
spirits or appease them. The practice of wearing costumes is a
prerequisite for all children because children without costumes
will not receive candy. Costumes range from cute ones, such as
characters from TV and princesses, to scary ones, such as ghosts,
zombies, and monsters. Little kids dress in costumes, such as ninja
turtles, super Mario, Luigi, and Cinderella. On the other hand,
teens tend dress In more gruesome, extreme costumes,
sometimes having blood all over their blood. For adults giving out
treats, it is delight for them to see how trick-or-treaters dress on
this day.

Now, | want to give personal experiences of Halloween. When |
used to live in America, | also experienced this holiday of
Halloween. Although | was a teenager, | preferred rather comical,
playful costumes than scary, gory-looking costumes. Thus, when |
was in sixth grade, | dressed up in mustard costume. With this on,
| went to a friend’s costume party. My friends and | partied and
went on trick-or-tricking together. Furthermore, in seventh grade,
| was a penguin. Personally, | loved the costume but
Inconvenience came from inability to walk well, due to penguins’



characteristic of short legs. Besides trick-or-treating, | went to an
amusement park, which was specially designed for Halloween
season. They had special rides and haunted houses, hospitals,
and schools. They were actually enjoyable, although it was a bit
chilly at night. Finally, in eighth grade, | was Luigi but a little
before Halloween, Hurricane Sandy blew everything out so we
could not go Trick-or-Treating. However, it was rescheduled to
the week after the original day so people were still able to
receive treats.

Halloween is an old holiday that contains much history and
traditions. In the ancient times, it originally was a bit serious,
somber holiday but it has evolved into an enjoyable, joyous
holiday. On this day of Halloween, children can enjoy receiving
treats and adults can enjoy having dressed-up visitors. Due to
fun rituals, Halloween became one of my favorite holidays and
although | will not be able to celebrate in Korea, the 31st of
October will be the day | relive my past memories at least in my

head. Thus, | hope that Halloween traditions are also brought to
Korea, so that my children in future can experience the same joy
| enjoyed.
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Hangeul is a holiday since 2013. | was in America last year so | did not
think of Hangeul that much last year. But this year, two weeks ago, | took a
rest on that day and | was so happy. But then suddenly something passed
on my mind. ‘Can | just spend this time meaningless and regard Hangeul
day as just no school day?’ | hope there are many activities in school,
society that many people can regard Hangeul day carefully.

According to Wikipedia, the Korean Alphabet Day, known as Hangeul Day
in Korea is a national Korean commemorative day marking the invention
and the proclamation of the Korean alphabet ,the native alphabet of the
Korean language, by the 15th century Korean monarch Sejong the Great. It
is observed on October 9 in South Korea and on January 15th in North
Korea.

King Sejong created Hangeul for his people. At that time Chinese character
was known as a noble language because it is hard to learn for the normal.
Only high-ranked people could read and write before he created it. He
wanted his people to read and write also. But he was against so many
governors at that time. People thought Hangeul would make their ranking
lower and it is useless. Even though many people thought Hangeul was
not valuable, these days Hangeul is the most important factor for Korean.
From that, the day when Hangeul was created is so special and valuable. It
is obvious that we should celebrate it on 10/9th.

On that day, we can think of how much Hangeul is priceless. We do not
just take a rest on that day but also remind the importance of Hangeul.
These days, Hangeul has been destroyed because of internet. We use
slangs too much and shorten Korean. Korean’s grammar errors are serious
especially for my generation. On Hangeul day, there are lots of festivals to
think of Hangeul’s value but the thing is people don’t know about this well.
We should promote these festivals or activities. | suggest that for schools,
they should make requirements for students to participate Hangeul
festivals.



Hangeul education should be the most important subject for all
Korean students. We should recognize that Hangeul represents
Korea and our identity. To add there, schools should force
students to study Chinese character too because even though
we use Hangeul now, most of Korean words are made of
Chinese character. To understand Korean well, it is mandatory to
know Chinese character well. Our ancestors used Chinese
character for long time already, so it's important to study both
Chinese character and Korean deeply.

However, despite of these important reasons, some people are
against of Hangeul as a holiday. They say it makes
overconsumption and only government officials and students
can rest on Hangeul day. It is true but it is absurd if we don’t
celebrate the day when Hangeul was created.

We should gradually be awakening how important Hangeul is.
Don’t destroy it and think that it's less important than English.
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TROTKA: SOUND, LTGHT, TIME. PERSISTENT ILLUSTON
ASHLEY HYUN (DP1)
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Many people often regard the art museum as a boring place, filled with
paintings. However, not all museums make you sleepy. This September, I
went to Daerim museum to see "Troika: Sound, Light, Time. Persistent
illusion®. Although Seoul was empty because of ChuSeok, the museum
itself was crowded with hundreds of people. Troika's exhibitions are a
little bit different from exhibitions we are used to. Their exhibitions are
full of incessantly moving things. It also enables us to realize things
that we were not aware of.

The first thing I saw when I entered the museum was the ‘cloud’. The
‘cloud’ was held to the ceiling of the ticketing place like a Chandelier. It
continually moves and shines by reflecting the light and many people
just stood there and glanced for minutes until it changed its shape.
Such a beautiful yet, unique work, the ‘cloud’ is composed of ‘flip disks’.
Flip disks were used in departure board in train stations to notify times
during 1970s+1980s. Here, by deliberately using flip disks, Troika asks
people to think back about objects that we consider to be ‘old’ and
reflect why we always consider only fast and big things to be good.






